PRESS RELEASE

The beautiful and the sublime
SPRING / SUMMER 2027

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
—AYA DESIGN to Present Collection Film at London Fashion Week SS27 —

LONDON, UK - 17 September 2026 —

AYA DESIGN, the fashion brand of Japanese design company AYA inc., led by designer and CEO Mineo (Neo)
Yamaguchi, has been selected for the official London Fashion Week (LFW) schedule. The brand will present its

Spring/Summer 2027 collection, “The Beautiful and the Sublime”, as a digital activation.

The collection film will premiere on the official LFW website on Thursday 17 September 2026, 13:30 — 13:44 BST,

on the opening day of the season. The collection is listed across both menswear and womenswear.
Built around a non-binary protagonist, the collection sets out to dismantle a division that has held since
1764: Immanuel Kant’s assignment of beauty to women and the sublime to men.

SS27 Collection Theme: “The Beautiful and the Sublime”

Following the brand’s LFW debut with L'lle déserte (SS26) and last season’s Order (FW26), which traced
the emergence of human civilisation and order, SS27 turns its gaze inward — to a society and a philosophy
in constant becoming, and to one individual, and the emotions that fluctuate through an ordinary day.

A Non-Binary Portrait

The collection follows a protagonist whose gender identity does not begin from the premise of being either
male or female. In a society that diversity ought to have freed from simple answers, dualism persists.

Living with that contradiction — and with their own inner conflict — the character finds an ambiguous humour
within themselves, and in accepting it, recovers the brightness of daily life.

Humour as Dress Code

The ambiguous humour the protagonist discovers surfaces as a refined esprit in their everyday dress code.
Wabi-sabi and the avant-garde, the sensibilities brought by earlier generations of Japanese designers, are
sublimated into esprit through intellect, dissolving more minimally into daily life.

The house then draws inspiration from the distinct couture techniques of both female and male couturiers,
sublimating them into its own unique art and science. Representing these two opposing poles, dresses of
curvilinear beauty and constructive sublimity intertwine here into a non-binary dress code for daily life, as
though in critique of the inherited notion that beauty is divided between men and women.

A New Primitive Modern

The collection uses developed materials that draw on the knowledge of surviving harsh natural environments,
engineered for comfort in extreme heat. Chief among them is khadi — hand-spun, hand-woven cloth,

a breathable textile born of the sophisticated knowledge, technique and culture built around understanding
how nature works. Every other fabric is a new material developed through research in Japan’s hot,

humid climate, combining high breathability with moisture-wicking, quick-drying performance. Motifs from
across Asia, layered with sheer fabrics, cultivate a new mode for contemporary life.

Reopening a Divided Aesthetic

Edmund Burke’s A Philosophical Enquiry into the Origin of Our Ideas of the Sublime and Beautiful (1757)
prompted Immanuel Kant's Observations on the Feeling of the Beautiful and Sublime (1764), in which beauty
and sublimity were distributed along gendered lines — the beautiful assigned to women, the sublime to men.
That division has been assumed for more than two and a half centuries.

SS27 puts it back in question — and does so in the cutting itself.

Capturing the organic, everyday scenes of a life lived under its own dress code through an aesthetic lens,
the collection reflects on growth and conflict, love and complicated relationships, the development of society,
and the LGBTQ+ community.
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